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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication, 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )IE1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 January 2007 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 Tfiis action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) 13 Claim(s) 1,4-13,17 and 18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1,4-13,17 and 18 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)0 accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Art Unit: 3634 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 4-13, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , lines 14-16, it is unclear how the top support member has a 
portion that extends over substantially the entire length of itself. The language used to 
describe the non-linear portion of the top support member is awkward and does not 
clearly describe the invention. The applicant may consider describing the top support 
member to have a -non-linear portion for substantially the entire length of the top 
support member- rather than the awkward language currently used to describe the 
non-linear portion. 

Regarding claim 1 , line 17, there is no antecedent basis for "said top member". It 
appears the applicant intends to recite -said top support member- given that in the 
previous lines of claim 1 , and the dependent claims refer to "said top support member". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ingelson (US 2,747,959). Ingelson discloses a shelf display apparatus for storing 
packages on a shelf (column!, lines 15-19) comprising first and second vertical support 
members (unnumbered vertical ends of 2), each having a lower end (3,4) connectable 
to a shelf (C) in a first plane (figure 1), a top support member (unnumbered top edge of 
2) rigidly connected directly between the two vertical support members, and in a plane 
parallel to the first plane (figures 1 , 3 & 4), wherein the top support member has a 
continuous non-linear curved portion (figure 4) extending substantially the entire length 
of the top support member, and there is a substantially solid wall (2) interdisposed 
between the two vertical support members. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5-13, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ingelson as applied to claims 1 and 4 above, and further in view of 
Heroy (US 3,669,278). Ingelson falls to disclose fastening mechanisms comprising u- 
shaped brackets insertable into a portion of a shelf. 

Heroy teaches a shelf display apparatus comprising first and second vertical 
support members (vertical end members of 12 and 13), each support member having a 
lower end (15) to which fastening mechanisms (16) are attached, wherein the fastening 
mechanisms include a bottom plate (20) connectable to a shelf (10), the fastening 
mechanisms including u-shaped brackets (24) insertable to the shelf (figure 3), 
engaging members (26) insertable through receiving areas (1 1 ) proving a secure 
connection (column 1, lines 55-64) to a shelf configured to provide a display for product 
information (column 1, lines 5-6 and 53-55). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
provide the shelf display apparatus of Ingelson with the fastening mechanisms taught by 
Heroy, in order to provide a more secure connection between the apparatus and the 
shelf. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4-13, 17 and 18 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Morrisson (US 6,389.991), Niece (US 4,023,682) and Pfeifer (US 
4,426,009) all teach key features of the applicant claimed invention, namely, shelf 
display apparatuses that include features such as a-shaped brackets and non-linear 
supporting walls intended for the display of non-linear objects. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Colleen M. Quinn whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6289. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Cuomo can be reached on (571 )272-6856. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC)'at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

^^-Peter M.Cuomo 

CMQ Supervisory P&tent Examiner 

3/31/07 TechrK>logyCenter3e00 



